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NYC Food Policy Planning

ÅHow Great Cities are 
Fed by Walter Hedden

ïPrepared by the New 
York City Port Authority 
in 1929

ïWritten in response to 
threatened rail strike

ïFocuses on efficiency of 
distribution system

ïRecognizes decline of 
local production



NYC Food Policy Planning

ÅPlaNYC 2030 - Strategic 
Sustainability Plan

ïPrepared by Mayor

ïNot ratified as a city plan

ïSilent on food system
ÅAddresses energy, 

housing, open space, 
transportation, etc.



NYC Food Policy Planning

ÅFoodNYC

ïPrepared by Manhattan 
Borough President 
(relatively minor public 
official in NYC)

ïPolicy Plan that 
addresses land use 
issues

ïNot adopted by Mayor 
or City Council



NYC Food Policy Planning

ÅFoodWorks Project

ïPrepared by City Council 
Speaker όIŜŀŘ ƻŦ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
legislature ςcan amend 
NYC law)

ïDeveloping Policy Plan with 
legislation

ïElements being negotiated 
between Council and Mayor

ïUrban Agriculture is key 

ñé we will be developing a long 

term, comprehensive plan for our 

food system ïone that is 

healthy, sustainable, and 

economically vibrant. Weôre 

calling it FoodWorks New York, 

because itôs about using food to 

put New Yorkers to work, and 

finding ways to make food work 

for us. Weôre going to reevaluate 

and redefine every step in New 

York Cityôs food cycle ï

production, processing, 

transport, retail, consumption, 

and post-consumption.ò

-- Christine Quinn, 

Speaker, NYC Council



NYC Food Policy Planning

ÅFoodWorks Urban Agriculture Policies

Å Goal 1: Preserve and increase regional food production.

Å Goal 2: Increase urban food production.













Survey of the 
Urban 

Agriculture 
Landscape





Metrics/Evaluation

ÅLit Review of relationship between urban ag typologies and 
metrics/benefits 

ÅPractitioner Roundtable
ïdata needs, challenges, and tools that could support practitioners

ÅPractitioner interviews

ÅTheoretical framework linking urban ag and outputs and 
outcomes

ÅAssess common dimensions of urban ag that can be tracked 
by organizations/businesses

ÅDraft indicator guide (matrix of indicators, metrics, calculation 
methods, data sources)

ÅDraft user-friendly data collection tool/protocol



NYC Food Production Capacity Study



Regional Foodshed Capacity Study



Policy Planning

Å Examine previous policy 
plans/proposals (e.g., Food in the 
Public Interest)

Å Work with city agencies 
(Department of Education, NYC 
Housing Authority) to identify 
policies to support agriculture

Å Assess underutilized, arable land 
in city portfolios and develop 
framework to evaluate costs and 
benefits of agricultural uses.

Å Develop short- and long-term 
policies for city agencies to adopt.



Civic Outreach

ÅGeneral Public

ÅStakeholders (urban 
farmers)

ÅPolicy Makers



cohenn@newschool.edu


